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Meet Your Teacher
Ms. Chase
2017-2018

Welcome to 4th Grade!  My name is Kimberly Chase, and I am so excited to have you and your child as a part of my class this year. I hope everyone is ready to work hard, have fun and learn a lot of new and exciting things. I know we are going to have a great year! 
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 Let me tell you a little about myself. I grew up in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, where I attended Cason Lane Academy and graduated a year early from Blackman High School. After graduating high school, I attend Middle Tennessee State University. I graduated from MTSU in December of 2011 with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education.  I moved to Chattanooga the day after graduation and started working in Hamilton County Schools.
 My family is a very important aspect of my life. I have 2 older sisters and I have 4 nieces and nephews.  Most of my family lives around Chattanooga but I have some family spread across the country.  My middle sister is an architect in Portland, Oregon.   I also have an adorable fluffy puppy dog named Toby.   He is just a goofy ball of fur.  He occasionally comes to my class to visit.  
Fall is my favorite season by far.  I love when the leaves start to change colors and the air gets just a bit cooler.  Also it is football season.  Go Vols!!!   I love driving through the mountains with my friends or family to enjoy the amazing scenery that Tennessee has to offer.  
This will be my sixth year teaching in Hamilton County and my second year at East Ridge Elementary.  I have taught kindergarten and fifth grade.  I have learned so much from my previous school experience.  I am looking forward to all that 4th grade has to offer – the American Revolution, model drawing, animal and plant cells, and fractions! I love teaching AND learning with my students as we make our way through the year. I think learning should be fun and exciting! I try my best to plans that are engaging and fun while we are still learning. Now, this doesn’t mean that school is all fun and games. We work hard in class, and I expect all students to consistently give their 100% best effort. In return, I promise to work my hardest to make learning meaningful and engaging for all students. 
My expectations for my students:

· We will come in ready to work hard.  We don’t do EASY work in our room. We do hard work that stretches and grows our brains.

· We will make our own choices and accept the consequences that go along with them.

· We will be kind to each other. That includes our classmates, other students in the building, and other adults in the building.

· We will actively participate in our own education.  Teachers cannot put knowledge into our heads- We must work at learning too.
· We will be leaders who live out the 7 Habits. 
Please don’t forget that we are a team, working together to ensure your child’s year is the best it can be.  Never hesitate to contact me by email, Dojo message, or phone call. I want to solve all issues that should arise in a quick, painless manner.  So let’s get this year rolling!

Some of my favorite things……

Color:  Royal blue or pink    Season:  Fall
Restaurant:  Applebees or Chedders 
Candy:  Skittles
Drink: Coffee!        Hobbies:  Reading, journaling, watching movies, and hanging out with friends
Favorite Activity I did this summer: was going to Daytona Beach with my whole family.
4th Grade Questions

                  *What are supply fees used for?

Many people are surprised to find out that our classroom gets half of the supply fee money.  So for every child who pays their supply fee, we get $15 of that $30.  That money is used to buy various things- supplies for the classroom if we run out, learning games, prizes for good choices, etc.  There a number of things this money is used on.

                 *How does the homework work?
             Students will receive homework Monday – Thursday every week. This homework will be primarily Math and Reading. All homework is given on my our Monday Memo and is due Friday.  The homework is checked on Friday.   The reading log must be initialed by an adult, ensuring that the student did, in fact, read for the time recorded. Each quarter, students will be assigned either a science or social studies project. Students will always be given some time to work on these projects at school using school resources; however, some of the work will need to be completed at home. 
                 *How will you communicate with me?
             Every Monday, graded assignments as well as a class newsletter containing any important information will be sent home in your student’s Monday Folder. Please be checking your student’s folder each week so you can see their academic progress as well as stay up to date with what’s going on in our classroom! I will also communicate through Class Dojo messaging – this is a quick and convenient way to get in touch with all parents and I love to use it! If at all possible, please get and frequently check your Dojo account. However, please be mindful of when you call, as I cannot discuss your individual child during our learning time! ( If there is a way you prefer to be contacted, please let me know and I will do my best to accommodate you! 
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 *What is the 7 Habits?

           “The 7 Habits is a synthesis of universal, timeless principles of personal and interpersonal effectiveness, such as responsibility, vision, integrity, teamwork, collaboration and renewal, which are secular in nature and common to all people and cultures.”
Learn more at: http://www.theleaderinme.org/the-7-habits-for-kids

                *What is Morning Meeting?

            “Morning Meeting is an engaging way to start each day, build a strong sense of community, and set children up for success socially and academically. Each morning, students and teachers gather together in a circle for twenty to thirty minutes and interact with one another during four purposeful components:

1. Greeting Students and teachers greet one other by name and practice offering hospitality.

2. Sharing Students share information about important events in their lives. Listeners often offer empathetic comments or ask clarifying questions.

3. Group Activity Everyone participates in a brief, lively activity that fosters group cohesion and helps students practice social and academic skills 

4. Morning Message Students read and interact with a short message written by their teacher. The message is crafted to help students focus on the work they'll do in school that day.” 
Learn more at: https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/morning-meeting-components
                *How will my child be graded?

             Your student’s final grade for each subject area is based on the work they complete throughout class, as well as their effort/participation. Below are the grading symbols I will use, and their numerical equivalents.
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+ = 10/10 or A+
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= 9/10 or B
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- = 8/10 or C
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= Completion Grade
93% - 100% = A

85% - 92% = B

75% - 84% = C

70% - 74% = D

0% - 69% = F

                 *How else can I help?
So glad you asked!  If you want to be a part of the classroom during school hours, please fill out the included volunteer form. 
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We Need Your Help!

          We love volunteers in our classroom! We welcome parents, grandparents, any family members! If you 
are interested in  helping, please fill out this form below and return it with your child.
Name:____________________ Student Name:______________ Phone #: ____________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________

Please contact me to volunteer via (check all that apply)  phone call _______
text______
e-mail_____.
I would love to help with: (please check all that apply)

___ Class Parties
___ Guest Teacher- Please describe what field you are in you could teach us about______________

______________________________________________________________________
___ Reading aloud to the class
___ Come to school to cut out laminating, file, make copies, etc.

___ Participate in facilitating larger, in class projects
 

When are you available? (Please circle)

M
T
W
TH
 F

In the:   morning
         afternoon 
If there is a specific date/time you can commit to weekly/bi-weekly/monthly, 

please indicate that in the comments below.
Comments: _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________
Thank you!

4th Grade Schedule

2017 - 2018
8:10-8:25
Unpack/Morning Announcements

8:25-8:45 
Morning Meeting

8:45-10:25
Reading (Tues/Thurs)  Math (Mon/Wed/Fri)
10:25-11:10
Related Arts 

11:10-11:30
Writing 

11:30 – 12:00   Lunch 
12:00-12:25 
Writing
12:30-12:55 
Recess
12:55-1:20   Science/Social Studies

1:20-2:50
Math (Tues/Thurs)  Reading (Mon/Wed/Friday)
2:50-3:00
Read Aloud/Pack-up 
3:05 
 Dismissal 
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WE LOVE TECHNOLOGY!

I will be using Class Dojo for classroom management and behavior. I have the app on my iPad and phone  and will use it throughout each day to encourage appropriate classroom behaviors. I will also use the messaging feature to communicate with parents. More information about Class Dojo and how to create your own account will be coming home with your child during the first few days of school. 


I will be trying to update the website monthly. It will have information about what we’re learning in class, as well as pictures and videos! It will also be a helpful resource if your student is confused about a topic, because I will post pictures of the charts and sample problems we did in class. Please check it frequently for helpful info! 

chase4thgrade.weebly.com                                                         

I have created a class Instagram account, where I will post pictures of the exciting learning we are doing throughout the year! It is a private account, meaning that no one can see the pictures unless I                               approve them. Follow us!

                                                 ms.chase.4thgrade.eres
If you do NOT want your child’s picture to be used on either the Weebly website or the private Instagram account, please return the bottom portion of this paper.


Student Name:________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________
Check all that apply: 
_____ I do NOT want my child’s picture to appear on chase4thgrade.weebly.com
_____ I do NOT want my child’s picture to appear on Ms. Chase’s private Instagram account
